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wings; that I might pour myself out like the Spirit of Nature
over mountain and valley; that I might brood over grass and
forest, and inhale the riches of her blessedness. And if by day
the free landscape charmed me, by night dark dreaming fantasies
tormented me; and set themselves in louring grimness before
me, as if to shut up my path of life forever. Above all, there was
one dream that left an ineffaceable impression on my feelings,
though I never could distinctly call the forms of it to memory.
Methought there was a vast tumult in the streets; I heard con-
fused unintelligible speaking; it was dark night; I went to my
parents' house; none but my father was there, and he sick. Next
morning I clasped my parents in my arms, and pressed them with
melting tenderness to my breast, as if some hostile power had
been about to tear them from me. * Am I to lose thee ?' said I
to my father. e 0 I how wretched and lonely were I without thee
in this world!' They tried to comfort me, but could not wipe
away the dim. image from my remembrance.

'' I grew older, still keeping myself apart from other boys of
my age. I often roamed solitary through the fields : and it hap-
pened one morning, in my rambles, that I had lost my way; and
so was wandering to and fro in a thick wood, not knowing whither
to turn. After long seeking vainly for a road, I at last on a sud-
den came upon an iron-grated fence, within which lay a garden.
Through the bars, I saw fair shady walks before me; fruit-trees
and flowers; and close by me were rose-bushes glittering in the
sun. A nameless longing for these roses seized me; I could not
help rushing on; I pressed myself by force through between the
bars, and was now standing in the garden. Immediately I sank
on my knees; clasped the bushes in my arms; kissed the roses
on their red lips, and melted into tears. I had knelt a while,
absorbed in a sort of rapture, when there came two maidens
through the alleys; the one of my own years, the other elder.
I awoke from my trance, to fall into a higher ecstasy. My eye
lighted on the younger, and I felt at this moment as if all my
unknown woe was healed. They took me to the house; their
parents, having learned my name, sent notice to my father, who,
in the evening, came himself, and brought me back.

" From this day, the uncertain current of my life had got a
fixed direction; my thoughts forever hastened back to the castle
and the maiden,- for here, it seemed to me, was the home of all
my wishes. I forgot my customary pleasures, I forsook my play-
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